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Ozanam Charitable Pharmacy Services will remain vital 

even after the Afford Health Care Act takes place in 

January 2014.  The 2013 Board of Directors for Ozanam 

Charitable  Pharmacy include; Wes Chiniche, Sister 

Rosalind England; Sister Marilyn Graf, Martha Allegri; 

Wiley Christian; Cathy Whelton; Susan Herring; Marcia 

Allan; Dr. Allison Chung, Patricia Hall; Dr. Stephen A. 

Kahalley; Christine Cumbie; Donald Hodges; Vernon 

Coleman; Julie McGee; Moren Braswell; Tuerk 

Schlesinger; Linda Grayson; Chris Griffin; Dr. Danny 

Cottrell; Mary Stone and Susan Stiegler.   Each Board 

Member volunteers many hours to assist in guiding the 

operations of Ozanam pharmacy to ensure the commu-

nity’s needs are met in the most cost effective way pos-

sible.    

RITE AID FOUNDATION AWARDS $10,000 TO OZANAM CHARITABLE PHARMACY 

Ozanam Pharmacy announces New Board President and new members  

The Rite Aid Foundation awarded a $10,000 grant to Ozanam 

Charitable Pharmacy.  Ozanam Pharmacy will use the grant to help 

pay for prescriptions, over the counter medication and strips and 

meters for diabetic patients who are indigent, working poor, home-

less and other individuals who cannot afford to pay for their medi-

cation.   “The Rite Aid Foundation is proud to support Ozanam 

Charitable Pharmacy because it provides a vital need – basic medi-

cations,” said Gayle Rife, Manager of The Rite Aid Foundation. 

“We are happy that we have the ability to help support Ozanam 

work of providing medications for those who cannot afford them.”   

Last year Rite Aid support helped Ozanam  provided more than 

33,000 prescriptions to 1,687 unduplicated, uninsured, underin-

sured, and indigent patients.  Rite Aid operates 24 stores in Bald-

win, Escambia, and Mobile counties as well as one distribution cen-

ter and 70 additional stores across Alabama.  . Since its inception, 

The Rite Aid Foundation has awarded grants totaling more than $14 million to approximately 1248 organi-

zations in 629 communities.  For more information on The Rite Aid Foundation, visit www.riteaid.com.  

Rite Aid Corporation (NYSE: RAD) is one of the nation’s leading drugstore chains with more than 4,600 

stores in 31 states and the District of Columbia and fiscal 2012 annual revenues of $26.1 billion. Informa-

tion about Rite Aid, including corporate background and press releases, is available through the company’s 

website at www.riteaid.com.   

 

Board members and Staff at a recent board training 

Picture here a patient receiving a new  Rite Aid 
Brand meter and strips from  Megan, a 4th year 

Pharmacy Student in rotation 

Ozanam Charitable Pharmacy Board of Directors 

elected Mr. Wiley  J. Christian III as the charita-

ble pharmacy's new Board President.  Mr. Chris-

tian is the Director of Rehabilitation at Spring 

Hill Medical Center.   He is one of the original 

board members of the 15 year old organization.  

Past Board President Cathy Whelton remains on 

the Board and serves as Vice President.  Also 

elected to the Ozanam Pharmacy’s Board of Di-

rectors is Mr. Tuerk Schlesinger of Alta Pointe 

Health Systems; Ms Linda Grayson of Mercy 

LIFE of Alabama; Mr. Chris Griffin of D.W. 

McMillan Memorial Hospital; Danny Cottrell of 

Brewton Medical Center Pharmacy and Mrs. 

Patricia Hall, Mobile County School System, 

retired and wife of the Late Board Member Cor-

nelius Hall.   Mr. Christian will lead the phar-

macy through the new changes with the health 

care reform.  He is assisted by Mrs. Cathy Whel-

ton of Providence Hospital Outreach and Diabetic 

Center as Vice President, Mrs. Marcia Allan of 

Escambia County Health Department as board 

secretary; and Susan Herring of the Springhill 

Avenue Temple as Treasurer.  “I am honored to 

serve as President of Ozanam Charitable Phar-

macy and welcome our new board member to our 

team explained Mr. Christian; 

http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lg.com%2Fus%2Fmobile-phones%2FLG-GS390.jsp&t=LG%20Prime%20GS390%20Cell%20Phones%20%26%20Mobile%20Phones%20-%20LG%20Electronics%20US&
http://www.riteaid.com
http://www.riteaid.com
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In what was being reported by public 

health officials as the worst flu season in 

the past decade, Direct Relief USA distrib-

uted nearly 200,000 doses of flu vaccine to 

265 nonprofit health centers and clinics in 

38 states according to Damon Taugher, 

Director of USA Programs.  Direct Relief 

USA is the nation’s largest nonprofit chari-

table medicine program and provides dona-

tions of medications, vaccine, and medical 

supplies to serve low-income, uninsured 

patients through a network of more than 

1,000 nonprofit health centers and clinics 

in all 50 states.  The 197,000 doses of vac-

cine that have already been provided free 

of charge through the Direct Relief USA 

network  

Direct Relief USA provides Ozanam Pharmacy with Flu Vaccines  

 

Last year Ozanam Charitable Pharmacy Board of Directors established an award to recog-

nize the members of the community who assist Ozanam Charitable Pharmacy mission of 

providing medication to the poor and uninsured. This award is named after Mr. Jonathan 

Gardberg because Mr. Gardberg exemplifies the spirit of Ozanam Charitable Pharmacy 

namesake, Frederick Ozanam. Like Frederick Ozanam, the founder of the Society of St. 

Vincent De Paul, Mr. Gardberg is an attorney helping the sick and disabled with his social 

security and veterans disability practice. Also, like Frederick Ozanam, Mr. Gardberg did 

not just stand by and watch the poor suffer. Mr. Gardberg supported Ozanam with fund-

raising, helping to establish the agency’s first newsletter and promoting Ozanam Pharmacy 

in the community. It is compassion like this that created the Society of St. Vincent De Paul. 

This year’s recipients’ of the Jonathan Gardberg Community Leadership Award are all 

from the Archdiocese of Mobile. Ozanam Charitable Pharmacy would not exist without the 

Archdiocese. The Pharmacy is sustained today because of the dedication and support that 

the Archdiocese provides to Ozanam Charitable Pharmacy . The first award goes to Most 

Reverend Thomas Rodi, Archbishop of Mobile for the Archdiocese. The next award goes 

to Mrs. Marilyn King, Director of Catholic Social Services and the final award is pre-

sented to Mrs. Susan Wallace for Catholic Charities. Each of the recipients plays an im-

portant role in Ozanam Charitable Pharmacy’s success from the space the pharmacy occu-

pies at 571 Dauphin Street, vital financial support through Catholic Charities to thousands 

of hours of case management. Ozanam Pharmacy will celebrate 15 years of success be-

cause of the Archdiocese of Mobile. The pharmacy project was initiated by the leadership 

of the St. Vincent de Paul Society of Mobile and Sister Judith Vander Grinten CSA 

(Congregation of the Sisters of St. Agnes). The Board of Directors of the Ozanam Charita-

ble Pharmacy held its first meeting in April of 1997 and began the formal planning proc-

ess to open a free pharmacy for the poor in Mobile County. Articles of Incorporation and 

By-Laws were drawn up and approval of 501(3) c status was granted. The Service Center 

of Catholic Social Services agreed to screen applicants and provide receptionist services.  

Today, the Pharmacy is thriving and moving forward in medication education and deliver-

ing life-sustaining medication to our most vulnerable population. 

Andres Velandia receiving the Gardberg Award 
on behalf of Catholic Charities  

Pharmacy students Karen is giving a 

flu vaccination donated by Direct Re-

lief USA 

Mr. Jonathan Gardberg awards three special community leaders with the Gardberg 

Community Leadership Award 

Marilyn King receiving the Gardberg award on 
behalf of the Archbishop Thomas J. Rodi  for 
the Archdiocese and the Catholic Service Cen-
ter 

were donated to Direct Relief by Merck 

and Sanofi Pasteur.  Direct Relief is con-

tinuing to work with manufacturers and the 

community-based health centers and clin-

ics to assess and respond to needs.  The 

network of nonprofit health centers and 

clinics serve as a critical healthcare safety 

net in the United States and provide pri-

mary care and referral services to more 

than 23 million people.  Direct Relief is the 

only nonprofit organization in the United 

States that is licensed to distribute prescrip-

tion medications in all 50 U.S. states and is 

the sole nonprofit accredited by the Na-

tional Association of Boards of Pharmacy 

as a Verified-Accredited Wholesale Dis-

tributor. 
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Set Your Pace 5K Run 

Mission and Ministries helps strengthen Ozanam’s Programs and Services 

Mission and Ministries provided Ozanam Pharmacy with $37,500 to assist with 

purchasing generic medication and general operations of the pharmacy.   Mission 

and Ministries is helping to purchase $97,000 of generic medication.  From Octo-

ber 1, 2012 to February 28, 2013 Mission and Ministries support has assisted with 

1112 unduplicated patients receiving 14,640 prescription medications with a retail 

value of $416,909 from Ozanam’s Emergency In-House Formulary.  The grant 

also supports the Access Your Rx Program which is Ozanam’s Patient Assistance 

Program designed to help patients obtain medication directly from the pharma-

ceutical companies.  Meanwhile, the grant supports the Medication Therapy Man-

agement Program by providing strips and meters to patients in need.  Most impor-

tantly, this grant has helped Ozanam establish basic health screenings with the 

partnership of the Pharmacy Student in rotation from Auburn University Harrison 

School of Pharmacy.   As a effort to provide Ozanam pharmacy with a while range 

of pharmacy services we now offer blood sugar and blood press screening.   

Pharmacy Student Brittany discusses treat-

ment plan with Patient while conducting  

Medication Therapy Management . 

Lipid machine donated by Providence Outreach 

Recently, Providence Hospital donated a Lipid machine and 

cassettes to Ozanam Charitable Pharmacy.  4th Year Phar-

macy students will test Ozanam patients for cholesterol is-

sues during their 5 week rotation at Ozanam.  Providence 

Hospital is assisting Ozanam with outreach to underserved 

and uninsured patients by helping the Pharmacy to provide 

basic health screenings.  The cholesterol screenings are a 

part of the Auburn University Harrison School of Pharmacy 

Student created and implemented Medication Therapy Man-

agement Program (MTM).  The MTM program is a medica-

tion treatment and disease state review program to educa-

tion the patients how to take their medication correctly.  The 

Pharmacy students meet with patients for 45 minutes to one 

hour to assist them with medication safety.   In addition Dia-

betic Center at Providence is providing diabetic education 

for our patients at no cost.  The patients are referred by 

Pharmacy Students  in adjunction with the patients physician 

after being determined to need additional diabetic education.   

We are a proud long time partner of Providence Hospital.  

Many of our patients are challenged with understanding Dia-

betes.  The Diabetic Center at Providence has a strong com-

mitment to caring.  They have a individualized, multidiscipli-

nary team approach to the unique health problems encoun-

tered by people with diabetes.  This specialized service will 

help our patients to navigate managing the complex dis-

ease.    Ozanam’s patients will participate in a diabetic work-

shop.  The center is staffed with Diabetes with Diabetes 

Nurse Educators and Nutritionists who are also Certified 

diabetes Educators.  If you are interested in learning more 

about diabetes please call the Diabetic Center at Providence 

Hospital at (251) 633-1987. 

Providence Hospital reaches out to Ozanam’s Patients 

 

 

 

  

Present by PHARMAFIT 

Benefiting Ozanam Charitable Pharmacy and  

American Heart Association. 

5k * Fun Run * Bouncy House* Food * Food * T Shirts 

*Awards for Top Runners and Best Costume! 

Sunday, April 28, 3013 8:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M 

USA Intramural Field 

Pre-register online $10 no shirt * $15 with t-shirt 

Race day: $20 shirt first-come-first serve 

Online Registrations: www.ozanampharmacy.org 

Or www.eventbrite.com 
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Giving In Honor/Memory 

Did you know that if you send a donation to 
Ozanam in honor or memory of a friend or 

loved one that Ozanam will send a personal-
ized note at your direction? 

We promptly acknowledge your contribution 
to those you designate without specifying the 

amount of your gift. 

For additional information about the Ozanam 
honor or memory cards, please call (251) 432-

4111.  or donated on-line at 
www.ozanampharmacy. org  

 

Ozanam Needs Sample Medications 

Ozanam needs local physicians to donate sample medi-

cation.  Ozanam relies on donated  sample  medications 

that have not expired to assist our patients.  With the 

economy the way it is this resource is needed now more 

than ever.   If your practice would like to donate in date 

samples medications to Ozanam Charitable Pharmacy, 

please give us a call at (251) 432-4111. 

 

Volunteers Needed to secure donated 

Sample medications 

If you are interested in talking with local physicians about donat-

ing sample medications to Ozanam Charitable Pharmacy please 

give us a call at (251) 432-4111 or email us at 

info@ozanampharmacy.org . 

http://www.siteone.com/towns/MobileCounty/
http://www.cityofmobile.org
http://www.communityendowment.org
http://www.sarpc.org

